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                                                                     A VERY GOOD QUESTION                          October 24, 2009 

 
WHAT HAPPENED TO ACCOUNTABILITY AND TRANSPARENCY? 

 
The Land Use Council (LUC) is a non-partisan “umbrella” consortium of established landowner organizations 
launched earlier this year. Its shared mandate is to publish consequences of government statutes and protocols affecting 
land, to research history and precedents of land ownership in Ontario and to promote provincial legislation that 
specifically protects the common law right of private citizens to own and enjoy land, a right never included, as 
promised, in Canada’s Charter of Rights and Freedoms. 
 
Over the past several months LUC research has documented examples of provincial land use decrees that appear to 
originate with, or otherwise involve, professional lobbyists, paid consultants, academic advisors and/or government-
subsidized Non Government Organizations (NGOs). Not surprisingly, cost-benefit details of these questionable 
intimacies are impossible to find in public records much less collate in a single analysis.  
 
Meanwhile, every member of LUC’s supporting organizations share with Ontario citizens a deep sense of betrayal and 
outrage arising from recent confirmation that Queen’s Park has routinely ignored flagrantly inept management within 
more than one provincial agency. Approval of untendered, unpublished, sometimes duplicated government contracts 
and a staggering total of public funds wasted on consultant services for which no useful result has been or ever will be 
attained are the direct result of this deplorable negligence. A shocking violation of public trust with the implicit odor of  
corruption if not outright fraud, this culture of waste, deception and mismanagement is further revealed in using district 
hospital budgets to hide inflated salaries of senior bureaucrats, in huge severance allowances for dismissed and 
obviously venal managers of provincial bureaucracies and, finally, in self-serving partnerships with government-
subsidized Non-Government Organizations and professional lobbyists that lead to repressive legislation which 
negatively affects use, title, mortgage worth and market value of privately owned land.   
 
According to current media reports the Ontario government spent 389 million dollars of taxpayer money on consulting 
fees in 2007-2008 exclusive of the billions fed in the same period to E-health and Ontario Lottery consultants. In the 
absence of any provincial statement to the contrary, it can therefore be assumed a lot, if not most, of that $389 million 
is linked to consultant “studies” preparatory to or arising from transferring economic control of private land to the state 
by regulation without compensation. 
 
What is the name and who are the executives of each consultant group that benefitted from this appalling exercise in 
provincial largesse? Which of those groups and/or executives are now appointed, or ever have been appointed, to a 
government agency, board or tribunal that implements and/or enforces provincial decrees on privately-owned land? 
How many government consulting contracts affecting private land ownership were awarded between 2005 and 2008 
and what was the total amount of each such contract? These are just three of many emerging taxpayer questions for 
which satisfactory answers don’t appear on any of the countless Internet sites currently maintained by provincial 
authorities. 
 
Storm winds of public outrage are now blowing at gale force amid reports of incredible waste, entrenched 
mismanagement and flagrant patronage within senior bureaucracies of the Ontario government. Moreover, violations 
of natural justice and due process of law inherent in a good deal of provincial legislation, past and present, materially 
intensify and enlarge the public mood of suspicion and betrayal. 
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The Land Use Council is a public service consortium sponsored by the combined memberships of: 

 
Food Chain  /  Halton Region  Federation of Agriculture  /  Ontario Landowners Association 
Ontario Property and Environmental Rights Alliance  /  Peel District Federation of Agriculture 

E-Mail: landusecouncil@gmail.com                                                                                          Web Page:  www.landusecouncil@gmail.com 
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