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Dear Mr. Fowler: 

 

Thank you for contacting the Ministry of Natural Resources Species at Risk Branch for 

information about Ontario’s Endangered Species Act (ESA). Thank you, as well, for expressing your 

support for the ESA objectives. I am pleased to hear that Environmental Registry postings and 

COSSARO invitations are reaching you. Allow me to assure you that all submitted comments are 

considered during deliberations and I hope the Ontario Property and Environmental Rights Association 

(OPERA) will continue to offer its input. 

 

I will address the questions posed by OPERA individually. 

 

1. To which MNR Office and official should requests for copies of the ESA 2007 public documents 

such as Environmental Bill of Rights (EBR) submissions and COSSARO meeting minutes be 

addressed? Submissions made through the Environmental Registry are published on the Registry and 

available for viewing after a posting has closed. Alternatively, you can request published submissions by 

writing to the person whose name is listed as the contact on a particular posting. Please feel free to send 

your requests for COSSARO meeting minutes to my attention. 

 

2. What is the approximate number of species labeled at risk in Ontario to date and what is the 

approximate total acreage of privately owned land designated by regulation as their collective 

habitat? The approximate number of species at risk in Ontario is 204. The Ministry of Natural 

Resources Natural Heritage Information Centre database houses observations of species — not habitat 

data. Prior to June 30, 2008, habitat was only mapped on a case-by-case basis, or as needed. Our 

priority is to write descriptions of the habitat needs for the species that are receiving immediate 

protection under the ESA. 

 

3. How, when and by whom are affected landowners trained to identify and protect endangered 

species and associated habitats said to be present, temporarily or permanently, on their property? 
Self-assessment is the best tool for land owners, If landowners suspect a species or associated habitat is 

located on their property they can consult our website which contains area maps, facts and tips for each 

species. If landowners still have questions or don’t have access to a computer, we encourage them to get 

in touch with the species at risk biologist at their local MNR office. The biologist will be able to answer 

questions and provide appropriate reference materials. 
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4. Is a membership list available of “the stakeholder working group brought together to consider 

regulatory amendments consistent with MNR’s “Modernization of Approvals” under EBR 011-

7696? I have included some information on the stakeholder working group (ESA Panel) below, 

including a list of members. The ESA Panel was created to give advice to the Minister on improvements 

to the implementation of the ESA. The panel membership reflected a broad and balanced range of 

interests and expertise, and included representatives from environmental organizations, renewable 

energy, and the agriculture, forestry, aggregates, development and infrastructure sectors. The panel 

disbanded on January 18th, after presenting its report to the ministry. 

 

The ESA Panel members were: 

— Anna Baggio and Janet Sumner, Wildlands League 

— Julie Cayley, Ducks Unlimited 

— Michael Cole, Infrastructure Ontario 

— Mike Collins Williams and Joe Vaccaro, Ontario Home Builders Association 

— Tim Gray, Ivey Foundation 

— Tom Hilditch, Savanta Environmental Consulting 

— Scott Jackson and Jamie Lim, Ontario Forest Industries Association 

— Peter Jeffery, Ontario Federation of Agriculture 

— Moreen Miller and Cynthia Robinson, Ontario Stone Sand & Gravel Association 

— Paul Norris, Ontario Waterpower Association 

— Tom Richardson, Mazinaw-Lanark Forest Inc. 

 

Other representatives were invited but declined to participate. 

 

The panel came up with 29 recommendations, which I welcome you to read. The panel’s report is posted 

online via the Environmental Registry at www.ebr.qov.on.ca under EBR Registry #011-7980. 

In addition to the panel’s recommendations, we have been gathering input from other stakeholders and 

inviting comments from other interested people through the Environmental Registry, where we have 

posted our proposals online.  

 

5. How many named divisions now operate within the Species at Risk Branch, what is the 2013 

budget of that sub-agency and what is the total budget in each of the 4 years 2008 through 2012?  
The Species at Risk program coordinates species at risk policy, development and implementation — 

including science and research, implementation, enforcement, policy development and legal services — 

across the ministry. These ministry-wide programs are funded in part by the annual Species at Risk 

budget. As reported through estimates, the Ministry of Natural Resources has directed funding for the 

Government’s ESA/ Species at Risk program for fiscal 2008/2009, 2009/2010 and 2010/2011, for a total 

of $12.OM each fiscal year. The program’s directed funding for fiscal year 2011/2012 was $13.250M 

and for 2012/2013 was $14.OM which included additional funding to support improvements to the ESA 

permitting process. These fiscal year funding allocations include $5.OM for the Species at Risk 

Stewardship Fund.  
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6. How many submissions were received concerning “recovery strategies” under EBR 011-7073 

and, of those, how many were initiated by private landowners as opposed to professional 

lobbyists? We received a total of 10 submissions concerning recovery strategies for posting 011-7073. 

We did not receive any comments that came from private landowners without any environmental, 

university, corporate or government affiliation.  

 

7. What is the total MNR projected budget assigned to financing the 201 3-2014 Species at Risk 

Stewardship Fund, applications for which are invited until January 8, 2013? The Ontario Species at 

Risk Stewardship Fund provides support to organizations and landowners who undertake activities to 

protect and recover species at risk and their habitats. This budget has not been confirmed as of the date 

of this letter. However the projected ministry budget for 2013/2014 for the Species at Risk Stewardship 

Fund is $5.000M.  

 

8. To which MNR office/official should citizen requests for a summary of approved 2013-2014 

Stewardship fund applications to directed? The list of approved projects will be posted on the 

Ministry of Natural Resources website. For further information please direct your questions to  

Kim Jaxa-Debicki at 705-755-5506.  

Thank you again for writing, and also for your interest in species at risk in Ontario.  

 

Sincerely,  

 

Marc Rondeau  

Director, Species at Risk Branch  

Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources  


