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July 31, 2007 
 
E-Mail Attachment for:  
 
Jan Nguyen: Stakeholder Relations Office, Ministry of Environment: 
 
Thanks for your July 24 e-mailed inquiry.  
 
The Ontario Property and Environmental Rights Alliance (OPERA) is a provincial coalition of community organizations, 
trade associations and individual citizens launched in 1994 with a mandate "to protect, and entrench in law, the rights and 
responsibilities of landowners against arbitrary decisions and restrictions of government". In that context, we deplore lack of 
constitutional land ownership rights in both provincial and federal legislation as well as in the Charter of Rights and 
Freedoms, where that citizen prerogative never appeared as promised.  
 
We review, circulate and, when deemed appropriate, publicly protest government statutes and regulations that inhibit, often 
without proper notice, adequate public consultation or appropriate compensation, use, title, mortgage worth and market value 
of private property. Unlike most professional "stakeholder" organizations financially supported by various provincial 
Ministries, OPERA does not solicit or accept government funding. Instead, as an independent research and communication 
centre, our budgetary requirements are covered by donations from members and supporters whose aggregate number, 
location and identity is not published. 
 
Over the past 13 years, OPERA has presented, voluntarily or by invitation, oral and written submissions to several federal 
agencies, a Senate Committee, both Niagara Escarpment Plan Reviews and the Ontario Ministries of Environment, Municipal 
Affairs and Natural Resources. We have also provided land use information to a majority of rural and small town municipal 
councils in Ontario, numerous landowner organizations across Canada, a national property rights coalition in the U.S., a 
senior university class in land economics and a radio program fittingly entitled "Standing Ground".  
 
Our submissions centre on the absence of land ownership rights in both federal and provincial legislation, unilateral “partial 
takings" of private property by government regulation without compensation and the dominant presence of  militant Non-
Government Organizations (NGOs) conveniently identified as "stakeholders" on provincial land use tribunals where equal 
representation of affected landowners is the exception rather than the rule. All coalition presentations and related comments 
are posted to "OPERA On Stage" and "Archive" sub-pages on our Internet web site at www.bmts.com/~opera  .  
 
As we are unaware of its history, structure, activities and management, we request further information concerning the MOE 
Stakeholder Relations Office. We are also interested in the connection, if any, between that Office and blended membership 
on land use committees of provincial agencies with executives, past and present, of such partisan "stakeholders" as 
Environmental Defence, International Fund for Animal Welfare, Nature Conservancy, Sierra Club and World Wildlife Fund.   
 
In our view, many regulatory proposals endorsed, if not initiated, by such groups eventually affects the lives, property and 
economic prospects of private landowners. Accordingly, we believe a much larger landowner representation on these 
"partnership" tribunals is long overdue. Indeed, systemic imbalance in government appointments to land use committees may 
account for some of the smouldering resentment and growing hostility of Ontario landowners, some of whom favour 
confrontational protest as opposed to OPERA’s preference for an information and educational approach.  
 
Upon receipt of Stakeholder Relations Office information and interim comment, we will be pleased to circulate it among 
OPERA members and supporters in accordance with our usual networking practice. 
 
R.A. (Bob) Fowler, Secretary 
Ontario Property and Environmental Rights Alliance 
________________________________________________________________________________ 

“to protect, and entrench in law, landowner rights and responsibilities” 


